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SUSTAINING OUR FOOD SYSTEM WITH ORGANIC FARMING


Agriculture is at the center of international policy debate on food system transformation.

Agriculture is not just about food, fibre and feed production and livelihoods , but also

about environmental sustainability, health, and human and ecological rights.  It is time,

especially with the occurrence of climate change and now COVID-19, that we relook at our

agriculture system and promote agricultural practices that increase production and

productivity, build ecosystem health, and boost food and nutrition security. 

This policy brief summarises the challenges

around agriculture in Zambia and presents the

benefits of adopting an organic system, with

reference to the African Union's goal related to

organic agriculture . It concludes with

recommendations on the adoption of organic

agriculture to improve production and

productivity in agriculture and ensure

environmental sustainability. 
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The International Federation of Organic

Agricultural Movements (IFOAM) Organics

International defines organic agriculture as "a

production system that sustains the health of

soils, ecosystems, and people. It relies on

ecological processes, biodiversity and cycles

adapted to local conditions, rather than the use

of inputs with adverse effects. Organic

Agriculture combines tradition, innovation, and

science to benefit the shared environment and

promote fair relationships and good quality of

life for all involved."

What is organic agriculture?

Benefits of organic agriculture

Maintains and improves soil

fertility and structure, which

supports food production,

sequesters carbon in soil, and

reduces erosion. 

Conserves and enhances farmed

and wild biodiversity.

Reduces the risk of human,

animal and environmental

exposure to toxic chemicals. 

Promotes sustainable

agricultural practices that meet

local conditions and satisfy

markets.

Organic agriculture provides multiple

social, economic and ecological

benefits. It is a key tool to build

resilience to climate change. 




Organic agriculture: 
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Organic farming in Zambia

Lack of understanding of organic practices.

Low availability of organic inputs (seeds,

fertilisers, plant treatments).

Limited research and extension capacity to

provide technical support. 

Appropriate technology and equipment for

organic smallholder farmers not available.

Few incentives for organic agriculture, such

as price differentiation or government

subsidisation.

High costs and administrative burden of

international third-party certification.

There are only 5 479 hectares under certified

production in Zambia with uncertified

production on about 5.9 million hectares.

Organic products include grains, vegetables,

soybean, honey, essential oils, baobab powder,

moringa, groundnuts, sunflower, mushrooms,

fruits and peanut butter.

Barriers to adoption of organic agriculture

Key policy recommendations

Government should adopt a holistic and

integrated governance approach to climate

change and food systems. 

Policy should provide both financial

(subsidisation) and capacity support

(trained extension officers) for organic

agriculture.

Agricultural training curriculums should

include organic agriculture.

Government policy should provide for

adequate resource allocation in research,

extension, and information sharing.

Alternative organic assurance systems

such as participatory guarantee systems

should be given encouragement and

capacity support.

There is insufficient policy support for

organic agriculture, and yet it would

contribute towards solving many of the

issues faced in Zambia. These include the

effects of climate change, malnutrition,

biodiversity loss and soil erosion. 
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PELUM Zambia is the in-country implementing partner for the Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture in Southern

Africa (KHSA). KHSA is part of the continent-side Knowledge Centre for Organic Agriculture in Africa project, which

aims to scale up adoption of organic agriculture on the continent. It is funded by the German Federal Ministry of

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. The South African Sustainability Institute supports project implementation.

KHSA focuses project activities in Zambia, led by PELUM) Zambia; in Namibia under the auspices of the Namibia

Nature Foundation in collaboration with the Namibian Organic Association and in South Africa led by the South

African Organic Sector Organisation. GIZ is also implementing this project in other African regions through

knowledge hubs in north, west, east and central Africa.  For more information about the project in Zambia contact

PELUM Zambia Country Coordinator Muketoi Waymunyima on Tel: +260 211 293074 or by email:

Muketoi@pelumzambia.org. For more information about the project in Southern Africa contact the Project Director

Angela Coetzee by email: angela@sustainabilityinstitute.net.


