
LIVING THINGS YOU CAN SEE 
(LARGER ORGANISMS):

Dig tunnels for water and air to get into and flow
through the soil.
Pull dead plants, animals and micro-organisms
(organic matter) into the soil.
Feed on organic material and mix it with the soil
making it more fertile.

LIVING THINGS YOU CANNOT SEE 
(MICRO-ORGANISMS):

Breakdown organic matter to make plant food.
Protect plants from disease. 
Improve the soil structure by absorbing
minerals from the soil for plants to use.
Make nutrients available for plants.
Protect the plants from pests and diseases.

SOIL ORGANISMS: LIVING THINGS IN THE SOIL
THAT MAKE  SOIL STRONG

Mites



HOW TO USE THIS POSTER
The purpose of this poster is to explain that there are small animals and other living things in the soil. They are
important as plants need small food to “eat”. The living organisms help “chew” (break down) the food for the plant
because it does not have teeth.
 
Step 1: Explain what living organisms are

The living organisms that you can see eat the big pieces first, like the leaves, sticks and dead insects. Then the
organisms that you cannot see (micro-organisms) make them small enough for the plant to “eat” by absorbing
the food/nutrients through the roots.
Use the points made in the poster to explain how they help build healthy soils. 
Remind farmers those organisms should not be killed as they help make the soil and plants strong. 

Step 2: Explain how to look after soil organisms
Explain that you just need to feed them the food they like, such as mulch and compost. If you do not feed
them mulch, some of these organisms might eat the live plant, like termites do.

Definitions
Organisms are the small animals/insects (e.g., earthworms, spiders, mites, millipedes, spring tail, slater) and
other living things (e.g., fungi and bacteria) in the soil. You can see the bigger creatures with your eyes but not
the smaller creatures. You need a magnifying glass to see these small micro-organisms.
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